
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  No. 13533, of Washington C . M . E  . Annual Conference, 
pursuant  t o  Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  
s p e c i a l  except ion  under Paragraph 3101.41 t o  use  t h e  basement o f  
t h e  s u b j e c t  premises a s  a  Child Development Center c o n s i s t i n g  of 
f o r t y  c h i l d r e n ,  two t eache r s  and two a ides  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  premises 1350 Lawrence S t r e e t ,  N.E.,  (Square 3963, Lot 1)  . 
HEARING DATE: J u l y  29, 1981 
DECISION DATE: September 4 ,  1981 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  on t h e  
northwest  corner  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Lawrence and 14 th  S t r e e t s ,  N . E .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  c o n s i s t s  of both  l o t s  1 and 2  i n  Square 
3963. The s i t e  has  f ron tage  of 100 f e e t  on Lawrence S t r e e t  and 150 
f e e t  on 14 th  S t r e e t .  

3 .  The s i t e  i s  improved wi th  a  two s t o r y  p lus  basement b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  used a s  t h e  Bunton I n s t i t u t i o n a l  CME Church. 

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  use  t h e  basement of t h e  church 
t o  o p e r a t e  a  c h i l d  development c e n t e r .  The maximum enrol lment  i s  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  be f i f t y  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  be  se rved  by two t eache r s  and 
two a i d e s .  The i n i t i a l  enrol lment  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  be from t e n  
t o  f i f t e e n  c h i l d r e n .  

5 .  The hours of  ope ra t ion  w i l l  be  from 7:00 a.m. t o  6:00 p .m. ,  
Monday through Fr iday .  The c e n t e r  w i l l  s e r v e  c h i l d r e n  ages two 
through f i v e  . 

6 .  There w i l l  be no a r t i c l e s  of commerce f o r  s a l e .  

7 .  The church i s  on a  corner  l o t  of 15,000 square  f e e t .  The 
church occupies about 7,000 square  f e e t .  The f l o o r  a r e a  devoted t o  
t h e  c h i l d  development c e n t e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  would be between 5 ,000  and 
7 ,000  square  f e e t .  Access t o  t h e  basement a r e a  i s  through e i t h e r  
of two e n t r a n c e s ,  o r  a  s i d e  e n t r a n c e .  The proper ty  immediately west  
of t h e  s i t e ,  1348 Lawrence S t r e e t ,  i s  owned by t h e  Church and occupied 
by t h e  p a s t o r .  
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8 .  The adjacent  p roper t i e s  t o  t h e  nor th  have houses s i t e d  
approximately 100 f e e t  away from the  sub jec t  s t r u c t u r e .  Due t o  the  
r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  of the  bu i ld ing ,  i t  i s  not  l i k e l y  t h a t  any no i se  
emanating from the  cen te r  would adversely e f f e c t  surrounding proper ty .  

9.  There i s  a  driveway t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  church leading o f f  
14th S t r e e t .  Children who a r r i v e s  a t  the  cen te r  by ca r s  can be 
dropped o f f  e i t h e r  i n  the  driveway o r  i n  f r o n t  of the  bui ld ing  on 
the  s t r e e t .  The de l ivery  of ch i ld ren  t o  the  s i t e  could be done 
s a f e l y  and without adverse e f f e c t  on a rea  t r a f f i c  condi t ions .  

10.  The appl icant  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  t h e  major i ty  of the  chi ldren  
i n  the  center  w i l l  r e s i d e  i n  the  general  neighborhood i n  which the  
s i t e  i s  loca ted .  

11. The app l i can t  would have a v a i l a b l e  more than 4,000 square 
f e e t  of p lay  a rea  on the  s i t e .  Approximately 2,000 square f e e t  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  outdoors t o  the  f r o n t  and e a s t  of the  s t r u c t u r e .  A t  l e a s t  
another  2,000 square f e e t  a re  a v a i l a b l e  i n  the  basement. The yard 
of t h e  adjacent  l o t ,  a l s o  owned by t h e  app l i can t ,  would be a v a i l a b l e  
as  w e l l .  

12.  The two requi red  parking spaces would be provided on the  
l o t  t o  the  r e a r  of the  s t r u c t u r e .  

13. The Office of Planning and Development, by memorandum 
received on Ju ly  24, 1981 and by testimony a t  the  pub l i c  hear ing ,  
recommended t h a t  the  app l i ca t ion  be granted .  The OPD repor ted  t h a t  
t h e  proposed f a c i l i t y  c l e a r l y  meets a l l  t h e  c r i t e r i a  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  
the  grant ing  of a  s p e c i a l  exception under Paragraph 3101.41, except 
f o r  t h e  requirement t h a t  the f a c i l i t y  be l imi ted  pr imar i ly  t o  ch i ld ren  
r e s i d i n g  i n  the neighborhood. The OPD noted t h a t  t h e r e  may be a  need 
t o  go beyond t h a t  a r e a  i n  order  t o  operate  the  f a c i l i t y  a t  capaci ty  
even though t h e  app l i can t  would make an e f f o r t  t o  maintain the  s e r -  
v i c e  a s  a  l o c a l  one. The s i t e  and s t r u c t u r e  a r e  wel l  s u i t e d  f o r  t h e  
proposed use and s u f f i c i e n t l y  p r i v a t e  so  as  t o  reduce any e x t e r n a l  
e f f e c t s  t o  a  n e g l i g i b l e  l e v e l .  The Board concurs with t h e  f indings  
and recommendations of the  OPD. 

14.  Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 5A, by l e t t e r  dated Ju ly  
31, 1981, supported the  app l i ca t ion .  

15.  There was no opposi t ion t o  the  app l i ca t ion .  
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION 

Based on t h e  f i nd ings  of  f a c t  and t h e  evidence of r eco rd ,  t h e  
Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  seeking a s p e c i a l  except ion .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  be gran ted  such an except ion ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  must 
demonstrate t h a t  i t  has  complied wi th  t h e  requirements  of Paragraph 
3101.41 and Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The Board 
concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has  s o  complied. There w i l l  be  no 
a r t i c l e  of commerce f o r  s a l e .  There w i l l  be no adverse  cond i t i ons  
c r e a t e d  because of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e  cond i t i ons .  The use  w i l l  be  reasonably necessary  
and convenient  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  which i t  i s  l o c a t e d .  S u f f i c i e n t  p l ay  
a r e a  and parking i s  provided t o  meet t h e  requirements of t h e  Zoning 
Regula t ions .  

The Board concludes t h a t  i t  has  accorded t o  t h e  Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission t h e  " g r e a t  w e i g h t W t o  which i t  i s  e n t i t l e d .  
The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  s p e c i a l  except ion  can be 
g ran ted  a s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  gene ra l  purpose and i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions  and Maps and w i l l  n o t  tend t o  a f f e c t  adve r se ly  
t h e  use  of neighboring p rope r ty  i n  accordance w i t h  s a i d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
and maps. It i s  t h e r e f o r e ,  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED, 
SUBJECT t o  t h e  fol lowing CONDITIONS : 

The enrol lment  s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  f o r t y  c h i l d r e n .  

The s t a f f  s h a l l  comprise two t eache r s  and two a i d e s .  

The hours of ope ra t ion  s h a l l  n o t  exceed from 7:00 a.m. 
t o  6 :  00 p.m. , Monday through Fr iday .  

Approval t o  ope ra t e  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  on ly .  

The space t o  be used by t h e  c h i l d  development c e n t e r  
s h a l l  be used only by t h e  c e n t e r  a t  a l l  hours t h a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  i s  i n  ope ra t ion .  

VOTE : 4-0 (Douglas J .  P a t t o n ,  Lindsley Wil l iams,  Connie Fortune and 
Charles R .  Nor r i s  t o  GRANT; William F. McIntosh n o t  v o t i n g ,  
n o t  having heard  t h e  c a s e ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT: 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Executive D i rec to r  



B Z A  A P P L I C A T I O N  N O .  13533 
PAGE 4 

UNDER S U B - S E C T I O N  8204.3 O F  T H E  ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  OR 
ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  T E N  DAYS A F T E R  HAVING 
BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES O F  P R A C T I C E  AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT."  

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  
THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH P E R I O D  AN 
A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  O R  C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  OCCUPANCY I S  
F I L E D  W I T H  THE DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S  , I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  AND 
I N S P E C T I O N S  . 


